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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; -” Code, 5th 
Edition A.B:C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. "A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 447. 


_ Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Jouinal,” 
Samples. 








Date. Page. 





Court Plaster (German) and Paper (Dutch), both bearing 
British Royal Arms, cold in Spain at 25th Feb., 1909 
Woollen Blanket required by Egyptian Prisons Depar tment a - - 
Standard Fair Average Quality Western Australian 
Wheat of 1908-9 __... “ie pat * “ me 
‘* Vegetable”’ Asbestos produced in Chungking eee --. | 24th Dec., 1908 
Silk from Wild Cocoonsin Manchuria... oe see) BIER. gp 
“ Machetes” sold in Panama AES oar a 
Cardigan Jackets and ‘“‘ Shal” sold at Diarbekir . ooo | 10th. 
Rice and Cotton from Bolivia sae eee .-- | 12th Nov. 
Cotton Gocds sold in Turkey 
Bean Oil from Japan .. oe 
Filasse produced from Ramie t fibre ... 
Copper Ore from Trebizond . 
Natal grown Maize ... aes 
Cloaks and Jacket worn at Mosul ose 
Tobacco-seeds from Smyrna... eee 
Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 
American make, sold in Bahia ... one oun 466 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. eee ove ‘as 487 











hg Particulars are given on p. 446 respecting the Register of 
British firms who may desire to receive Confidential Information 
relative to their respective trades. 

Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C., by the Governments of the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
offices, and of other Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices, will be found 
on pp. 447-8. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
According to a notification issued. by the War Office, the Secretary 
of State for War is prepared to receive tenders 
Coal. for the supply of such quantities of coal as may 
be demanded for the Ordnance Factories and 
Army Ordnance Department, at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


the Royal Small Arms Factory, Enfield Lock, the Royal Gun- 
powder Factory, Waltham Abbey, and the Royal Army Clothing 
Department, Grosvenor Road, Pimlico, S.W., during twelve 
months, from the Ist April, 1909. Separate forms of tender, 
showing the approximate quantities and the descriptions required, 
may be obtained on personal application or by letter addressed to 
the War Office. For any further information as to mode of 
delivery, &c., application should be made to the Chief Superin- 
tendent of Ordnance Factories, the Assistant Director of Ordnance 
Stores, Royal Arsenal, Woolwich, and Chief Ordnance Officer, 
Grosvenor Road, Pimlico, 8.W., respectively. Tenders are to'be 
delivered at the War Office, Whitehall, S.W., by noon on the 
15th March. 


A further notice has been issued by the War Office, to the effect 
eikiedtiia bn ‘tae that the Secretary of State for War is prepared 
eh of York’s © receive tenders for the supply of (1) bread 
Roval Milit and flour, (2) meat, (3) milk, (4) bacon, butter, 
Sekar’ Net and eggs, (5) fruit and vegetables, (6) potatoes, 
| ; ' (7) groceries, (8) fish, for the use of the Duke 

of York’s Royal Military School, at Chelsea, during a period 

commencing Ist April, 1909. 

Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application at the War Office by letter, or in person between the 
hours of 10 and 4 o'clock, and no tender will be entertained unless 
made upon the official form. Any enquiries as to the method of 
delivery, approximate quantities, &c., should be made at the Duke 
of York’s Royal Military School, Chelsea. Tenders are to be 
delivered at the War Office, Whitehall, S.W., by noon on the 
10th March. 





BRITISH INDIA: 


The Board of Directors of the Madras and Southern Mahratta 
Railway Company, Limited, are prepared to 
Wroagat receive tenders for the supply of wrought iron 
_— (angles, flats, rounds, squares, sheets and plates), 
in accordance with the specification, which may be seen at the 
offices of the Company, 91, York Street, Westminster, London, 
S.W. The charge for each specification is one guinea, which will 
not be returned. Tenders must be sent in addressed to the 
Secretary, marked ‘Tender for Wrought Iron,” not later than 
noon on the 16th March. The Directors do not bind themselves 
to accept the lowest or any tender. 
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BRITISH INDIA. CEYLON. 


Referring to the notice on p. 634 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
Bridee Material : of 31st December, 1908, it may be noted that 
F ts cance according to ‘‘ Indian Engineering ” (Calcutta) 

eid ' of 6th February, the conclusions arrived at by 
the Rameswaram Conference, in which the Governors of Madras 
and Ceylon, the Chairman of the Railway Board, and the Agent of 
the South Indian Railway participated, have been generally accepted 
by the Indian Government. It is stated that both the Ceylon and 
Madras Governments have accepted the conclusions of the Confer- 
ence, recommending the construction ofa viaduct over the Paumben 
Channel, taking the railway line across the channel, and establish- 
ing a ferry service between Duneshkoti and Manaar. 








CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, 8.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained: — 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 


A London firm manufacturing surgical dressings wish to open 
up business connections with Canada. 

Enquiry is made by an Kast Anglian firm manufacturing suction 
gas producer plants for the names of Canadian firms prepared to. 
take up their agency. 

A Lancashire correspondent wishes to secure the representation 
of some Canadian produce exporter. 

A Scottish firm manufacturing confectionery for export wish to 
appoint reliable agents in Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg 
and Vancouver, B.C. 

A London firm manufacturing electric lifts, cranes and elevators, 
hydraulic lifts and cranes, and wind turbines for pumping and the 
production of electricity for lighting and power, wish to get into 
touch with a Canadian engineering firm having representatives in 
the principal centres in the Dominion who might be willing to do 
business in their goods. 

A London firm manufacturing “talking” machines with disc 
records wish to appoint a sole agent in Canada. 

A London firm manufacturing machine and hand tools of all 
descriptions wish to establish business connections in Canada. 

A firm in London having for sale a large number of steam and 
sailing vessels are desirous of hearing from Canadian firms who 
might be desirous of purchasing such vessels. : 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 
A correspondent in the Maritime Provinces wishes to get into 
touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of metal bottle caps. 


Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—centinued. 


A correspondent in the Province of Ontario desires to get into 
touch with United Kingdom houses prepared to appoint him as 
buying agent for apples. He is prepared to carry out orders for 
from 200 to 10,000 barrels. 

A Toronto correspondent wishes to get into communication with 
United Kingdom manufacturers of hose, half-hose, underwear, 
knitted goods, lace, gloves, and other dry goods who might be 
requiring representation in Canada. 

A correspondent in the Maritime Provinces wishes to secure the 
representation in Canada of a first-class United Kingdom wholesale 
draggist. 

An Ottawa correspondent wishes to get into touch with United 
iXingdom users of thumb trimmed mica. 

A Toronto correspondent wishes to get into touch with United 
Kingdom firms manufacturing hardware and cutlery who may 
require representation in Canada. 

Enquiry has been made by a Canadian correspondent for the 
names of firms in the United Kingdom manufacturing goods suit- 
able for the carriage trade, who may require representation in the 
Dominion. 

Enquiry is made on behalf of a person in the Province of 
Q iebec contemplating the erection of a factory for the manufacture 
ot cocoa and chocolate for the names of United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of up-to-date machinery such as would be necessary in 
this connection. 

A Canadian firm wish to secure the agency of a United Kingdom 
firm manufacturing hardware goods, such as small tools, cutlery 
and other specialities. 


Note—For further information regardirg any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, London, §.W. 

* * . * 

The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., whence further information regarding them may be 
obtained :— 

HOME ENQUIRIES. 

A London firm seek suitable Canadian agents for the sale of 
special preparations for cleaniug cloth, and also leather gloves 
and silk. 

A Liverpool firm acting as selling agents for manufacturers of 
various chemicals, oils and paints would be glad to get into touch 
with the various importers of the same in the Canadian market. 

A London firm ask to be placed in communication with Canadian 


shippers of mica. 
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CANADA—continued. 

A London firm seek a first class agent in British Columbia for 
the sale of silk and other linings, and tailors’ trimmings. 

A Newcastle firm would like to get into touch with some Canadian 
firm of sound position and good repute, who wish to be represented 
in the United Kingdom, for the sale of ores and other raw materials. 
They are also prepared to act as purchasers for Canadian require- 
ments in irgn, steel, metals, tools, and other United Kingdom 
manufactures. 

CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A business man with six years’ connection among: Canadian 
hardware merchants desires additional agencies of Sheffield or 
Birmingham manufacturers working on progressive lines. Next 
journey in April. 

A firm of manufacturers’ agents and brokers in Winnipeg, who 
cover Western Canada, would lik: to secure agencies in jams, 
pickles, preserved fruits, condensed milk, sardines, herrings, potted 
meats, biscaits and confectionery; and also in toilet soaps an: 
perfumes. ; 

A manufacturers’ agent in Halifax is prepared to undertake 
additional agencies in drugs and draggists’ suadries, for the sale of 
which he has an established connection. 

A New Brunswick company would like to submit samples and 
quotations of raw umber and yellow oxide of iron, containing a high 
percentage of sienna, to United Kingdom buyers. 

A New Brunswick packing firm would be glad to hear from 
importers of dried codfish, and also of cannei lobsters. 

Note.—-For further information rezarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade. 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA: 

The Representative in London of the Commonwealth of Australia 
(Captain lk. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) has 
forwarded a copy of a notification by the Post- 
master-General’s Department at Melbcurne ta. 
the effect that the date for receipt of tenders. 
for the supply of power plant for the Central Telephone Exchange. 
at Melbourne (see'“ Board of Trade Journal” of 25th February, 
pp. 356-7) has been extended from the 23rd March to the: 
23rd April next. | 


Power Plant 
for Telephone 
Exchange. 





VICTORIA. 
The ‘Journal of Commerce” (Melbourne) of 26th January 
announces that tenders are invited by the 
Melbourne Harbour Trust until 11 am. on 
the 25th May, for the supply and erection of a. 
dcuble-powrered hydraulic c:ane, 15 and 35 tons fixed type. Full 


Hydraulic 
Crane. 
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particulars can be obtained at the offices of the Commissioners. 
Tenders must be addressed to the Melbourne, Harbour Trust 
Commissioners, and endorsed “ Tender for Hydraulic Crane.” 

The “Journal of Commerce” states that this contract is not 
restricted to Australian manufacturers. | 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
The Board of Trade Correspondent at Adelaide (Mr. J. Creswell) 
has forwarded a copy of a notice issued by the 

Copper Bars. Supply and Tender Board Office, Adelaide, to 

the effect that tenders will be received at that 
office up to 3 p.m. on the 6th Apri] for the supply and delivery at 
the Public Stores, Port Adelaide, of 150 bars of best soft rolled 
copper, ? in. diameter by 13 ft. long. Forms of tender can be 
obtained at. the Supply and Tender Board Office, and from the 
Chief Storekeeper, Public Stores, Port Adelaide. No tender will 
be recognised unless on the proper printed form, and a time must 
be quoted for delivery, the Supply and Tender Board to have the 
right of accepting a portion or the whole of any tender. 

It will be observed that the limited iime for receipt of tenders does 
not permit of tenders being despatched by post, and the above tntima- 
tion is therefore only of use to those firms having agents in South 
Australia whom they can instruct by cable. 





The Board of Trade have received a copy of a South Australian 
Act (No. 965 of 1908) authorising the con- 
Railway Plant. struction of additional railways from Port 
Adelaide to Glanville and from Glanville to 
Largs, the railways to be of 5 ft. 3 in. gauge. 


STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 

The Registrar of Imports and Exports at Singapore (Mr. A. Stuart) 
Steam Tu reports that, at a meeting of the Legislative 

' S» Council of the Straits Settlements held on the 
Lighters, &c. 29th January, a motion was carried to provide 
53,500 dollars for increased facilities at Penang wharves, appor- 
tioned as follows:—Purchase of a steam tug, 26,000 dollars ; 
additional lighters, 20,000 dollars; zinc sheeting to repair old 
lighters, 7,500 dollars. 





Dollar = 2s. 4d. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
| been notified by the Liverpool Chamber of 
Enaui Commerce that a firm of import and export 
il merchants in that city, with many years ex- 
perience as buyers of all classes of goods for several colonial and 
foreign markets, wish to extend their business, and would like to 
act’ as buyers or shippers for British West Indian markets. All 
communications in this connection should be. addressed to the 
Liverpool Chamber of Commerce for transmission. to. the applicants. 





Commercial 
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EGYPT: 


H.M. Consul at Alexandria (Mr. E. B. Gould, 1.8.0.) has forwarded 
a copy of the conditions, specification and plan 

Sp phony for the supply and sacle of cast-iron spur 
ee wheels and pinions for the Government Pumping 
Station at Atfeh. Tenders on stamped paper (obtainable from 
Lt.-Col. Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Uhambers, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W.), must reach the office of the Inspector of 
Irrigation, Third Circle, Alexandria, by 11 a.m. on the 12th March. 


H.M. Consul has also forwarded a copy of the specification and 
plan for the supply of boilers for the Mex 
Pumping Station, tenders for which will be 
received at Alexandria up to 11 am. on the 
lst April, (see “ Board of Trade Journal,’ of 25th february, 
pp. 358-9). 


The documents referred to may be consulted by British makers 
interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 


of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


H.M. Agent and Consul-General at Cairo has forwarded the 
following particulars of the conditions 
as to domicile imposed by the various 
Departments of the Egyptian Govern- 
ment with regard to tenders for 


Boilers. 


Conditions as to Domicile 
when tendering for 
Government Contracts. 


Government contracts :— 





Departments. | Stipulations, 








Pablic Works oe | 
Public Health ... 
Printing wee 
Finance... 


Domicile in Cairo. 





Interior 
Coast Guards 


State Railways 

(Customs ‘ 
ae 

Ports and Lights ... 

Prisons 4 _ 

Public Instruction 

Po-t Office cee 

Survey ove 

War Office .. 


.--| Responsible agent in Egypt. 

...| Local legal representative, who in the case of contracts 
for general stores must be domiciled at Alexandria. 

| Insist on domicile in Egypt and mention the Consulate 
as an alternative in cases where the tenderer has no 
local agent, 


|No express stipulation, but it is understocd that 
tenderers for their contracts almost invariably have 
domicile in Egypt. 


Le YE 





~—_— 


H.M. Agent adds that the Egyptian Government are at present 
making enquiry into the whole system of contracts and that the 
conditions will probably be revised in the near future. 
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EGY PT —coxtinued. 


The following are the conditions upon which the British 
Consulate at Cairo is prepared to permit British firms to be 
“domiciled ” at the Consulate for the purpose of such tenders :-— 

(1) That, before electing such domicile, the contractor shall 
formally advise the Consulate of his intention to do so. 

(2) hat he shall, at the same time, formally authorise the 
Consulate on his behalf. 

(3) That he shall inform the Consulate of the address to which 
documents shall be forwarded. 

(4) That the Consulate is not responsible for delay in trans- 
‘mission or non-delivery of documents, or in any other way. 

(5) That the Consulate is not in any way constituted the con- 
tractor’s legal representative. 


In view of the foregoing notice, it would appear that temporary 
domicile at the Consulate is not recognised by 
the Ports and Lighthouses Administration, and, 
consequently, that firms desiring to supply 
boots and shoes for the contract noted on p. 357 of the ‘“‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 25th February, should communicate with local 
agents on the subject. 


Boots and Shoes: 
Correction. 





NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 
has forwarded particulars of the following Norwegian Government 
contracts* :-— 

1. The supply of 5,000 barrels of Portland cement to the 
Norwegian State Railways; tenders, marked 
Portland Cement. ‘ Anbud paa 5,000 tdr Portland cement,” and 
addressed to ‘“Styrelsens for Statsbanernes 
Expeditionskontor, Christiania,” will be received up to 3 p.m. 
on the 12th March. 


2. The supply of a quantity of bed plates (for rails) to the Norwe- 
gian State Railways ; tenders, marked “ Anbud 
Bed Plates. paa underlagsplater,” are to be delivered at 
Styrelsen for Statsbanernes Expeditionskontor, 

Christiania, by 3 p.m. on the 19th March. 


Copies of the specifications and conditions (in Norwegian), 
together with drawing in the case of 2, may be consulted by British 
makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





* It should be noted that in all Norwegian Government contracts a preference 
of from 10 to 15 per cent. (apart from Customs duties) is given to Norwegian 
manufacturers, and that it is obligatory that a resident agent (not necessarily 
a Norwegian firm) should act for tenderers not residing in Norway. 
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SWEDEN. 

H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that tenders 
are invited by the Swedish Royal Mint for the 
Copper. supply of 5,000 kilograms of copper. Tenders 
for the whole or part will be received in Stock- 
holm up to noon on the 9th March. ‘They should be forwarded in 
sealed envelopes, marked outside “ Anbud 4 leverans af Koppar,” 
and addressed to Kungl. Myntverkets expedition, Stockholm, 
Sweden. ‘Tenders must state particulars as to quality and quantity, 
and the price must be quoted per kilog. in Swedish currency. 
The copper must be cast in ingots of 5 to 10 kilogs. weight; it 
must be prime refined, and not contain any base metals such as. 
bismuth, antimony, &:. A certificate of analysis should be 
supplied if possible. Delivery has to be made to the Mint free of 

charge on the 24th March at the latest. 





BELGIUM. 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) has forwarded 
a copy of the conditions of tender issued by the 
Zinc Gutters. |§ Municipal Authorities of Antwerp for the supply 
of zinc gutters for the sheds Nos. 13B to 16B 
(inclusive) at the Station and Cockerill Quays. A deposit of fr. 500- 
(about 200.) will be required. Tenders should be enclosed in sealed, 
registered envelopes, addressed: Monsieur le Bourgmestre de la 
Ville d’Anvers, Hétel-de-Ville, Antwerp, and should arrive not 

later than the 8th March. 

The conditions of tender (cahier des charges) may be obtained at 
the Hotel-de-Ville at a cost of 50 centimes. A copy may be seen 
by British makers on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of ‘l'rade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


According to the ‘“ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” of 28th 
Buildin February, the contract for the first part of the 
Dsante work of building a hospital at Etterbeck (see 

“ Board of Trade Journal” of 18th February, 

p. 309) was adjudicated on the 27th February. Twelve offers 

were submitted, of which the lowest was presented by M. H. 

Duhoux, of Saint-Gilles-Bruxelles, and amounted to 263,900 frances. 


(10,5561.). 





ITALY: 
A few copies of the programme (in Italian) of the competition for 
International _P!2"s: &c., of buildings suitable for erection in 
Coeniatiies tan voleanic areas, organised by the College of 
Pe. terre Engineers and Architects of Milan (see “ Board 
me P of ‘I'rade Journal” of 25th February, p. 364), 
se i have been received from H.M. Consul at Milan 
(Mr. J. H. Towsey) and may be obtained by British architects, &c., 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
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the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, k.C. Mr. 

Towsey states that the above competition is open to all nation- 

alities. | 


According to the Italian “Gazzetta Ufficiale” of the 17th 
Electric February, tenders, both Italian and foreign, are 
L invited by the Italian Ministry of Marine for 
amps and = the supply to the Royal Arsenals at Spezi 
Lamp-holders. e supply to the Royal Arsenals at Spezia, 
Naples, Venice and Taranto of electric lamps 
and lamp-holders, the upset price of which is placed at 150,000 
lire (6,000/.), A deposit of 15,000 lire (600/.) will be required to 
qualify any tender. Tenders will be opened simultaneously at 
11 a.m. on the 22nd March at the Ministero della Marina, Rome, 
and at the Arsenals at Spezia and Naples, at which addresses, as 
well as at the Royal Arsenals of Venice and Taranto, and at the 
principal Italian Chambers of Commerce in Italy, specifications 
and conditions relative to the above may be consulted. Tenders 
should be enclosed in sealed envelopes, on the outside of which 
should appear the name of the firm tendering, and the words 
‘‘ Offerta per asta: Lampade e portalampade per impianti elettrici.” 
Foreign firms desirous of tendering must satisfy the Ministry of 
Marine as to their standing and ability to execute the contract. 
and applications to take part therein must reach the Royal Arsenal 
at, Spezia not later than the 7th March. 
Local representation is understood to be practically essential when 
tendering for Italian Government contracts. 


The “ Gazzetta” of 18th February publishes a decree, dated 21st 
Januaiy, approving the statutes of the syndi- 
cate formed to obtain the concession for the 
construction and working of a steam railway 
from Molfetta to Terlizzi and Ruvo. 


The ‘‘ Gazzetta” of 22nd February contains a decree authorising the 
communal authorities of Brescia to construct 
Nileiitinistien’ ant and work e'ectric tramways from ‘the Porta 
; Plant Venezia to Porta Milano, with a connection 
. to the central electric station and from Corso 
Zanardelli to the railway station. 

The “ Gazzetta” of 24th February publishes a decree granting 
to the ‘‘ Verbano per la-trazione elettrica” company a concession 
for the construction and working of an electric tramway (passenger 
and goods) to run from the Fondotoce railway station to the 
landing stage at Pallanza. 

The ‘“ Bollettino Finanze, Ferrovie, Industrie” (Rome) of 7th 
February announces that the Superior Council 
of Public Works have approved the final plans, 
senoten and prepared by the General Directorate of State 
ene Railways, for the construction of the branch 
from Ostiglia to Nogara of the Bologna-Verona Railway, with the 


Railway Construc- 
tion and Plant. 


Electric Tramway 


Railway Con- 
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ITALY —continued. 
various connections to the existing Mantua-Legnago line. The 
estimated cost of this work is over 5,500,000 lire (220,0001.). 

The “ Bollettino” of 14th February notifies that a meeting was 
recently held at Modena of the persons interested in the plans for 
the construction of the new Vignola-Guiglia-Zocca railway line, 
designed to connect Modena with the two stations of Guiglia and 
Zocca. The line will be about 154 miles long. 

The same “ Bollettino” announces that all the difficulties which 
arose between the Government and Commendatore Besenzanica in 
regard to the concession for the Ortona-Casoli-Castel di Sangro 
‘railway with a branch to Archi-Atessa have been removed, and it is 
expected that the contract will be concluded shortly. 


The “ Bollettino” of 14th February further states that an applica- 
State Bite tion has been made to the Minister of Public 
— % Y Works for a concession for the construction and 

Construction and 1: f di lectri 1 
Plant working of an ordinary gauge electric railway 
from Tirano to Bormio. The line will be nearly 


25 miles long. 


According to the “ Bollettino” of 21st February, the Superior 
Council of Public Works have approved the 


i ee draft contract for the construction of the Asti- 
a Plant Chivasso railway. Tenders will be invited for 
the execution of the work as soon as the contract 


has been approved by the Council of State; it is anticipated the 
contract will be approved about the beginning of March. 


The same “ Bollettino” announces that a new company has been 
Miniv formed in Genoa with the title ‘“ Miniere di 
np. ke Cogne.” The object of the company is to 
— acquire and work iron mines, as well as mines 
for the production of other metals; also to engage in the 
construction or acquisition of establishments for working the 
minerals, and to engage in the production and trading in steel and 
other metals. The capital of the company is 3,500,000 lire 
(140,0001.), which may be increased to 8,000,000 lire (820,000/.). 





- AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 


The “ Oesterreichischer Zentral-Anzeiger fiir das dffentliche Liefer- 
Electrical ungswesen ” (Vienna) of 14th February notifies 
Machiner that the Municipal Council of Tarnow have 

y- decided to expedite the installation of a large 
central electrical generating station. A large tract of land has 
already been purchased for that purpose. 


The “ Zentral-Anzeiger” of 18th February announces that the 

Plant for Kénigshofer Cement Manufacturing Company 
‘Coment Factory intend to erect in Kladno a large factory fo 
‘the production of portland cement. | 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY —continved. 
The “ Zentral-Anzeiger ” of 21st February publishes a list of par- 
ticulars relative to fifteen concessions recently 
granted for the construction of railways in 
Hungary. ‘This list may be seen by British 
firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Railway 
Construction. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (ALASKA). 
Railway Plant. See article on p. 418-20 





MEXICO. 

According to the “ Mexican Herald” of 29th January, work was 
;, recently begun on railway terminals at Veracruz, 
Reinforced = hich will involv ditare of 8 milli 

caning which will involve an expenditure of 8 million 
dollars (816,000/.). All the buildings erected at 
these terminals will be of reinforced concrete. 





COLOMBIA. 
The “ Diario Oficial” (Bogota) of 14th January publishes a 
contract entered into with Ernesto Trujillo in 


once connection with the construction of a section of 
and Pikat railway between the districts of Yarumal and 


Caceres through Baldivia in the Department of 
Medellin. Definite working plans are to be submitted within 
ix months from the ratification of the contract. 





COSTA RICA. 
Bridge Constiuction. See notice on p. 431. 





BRAZIL: 
‘The Brazilian “ Diario Official” of 29th January publishes a decree 
approving the plans and estimate drawn up by 
ee the “‘Commissio Fiscal e Administrativa das 
Harbour Works. (has do Porto do Rio de Janeiro” for the work 
to be carried out in connection with the improvement of the port 
of Corumba in the State of Matto Grosso. 


The “ Diario” of 5th February announces that no award having 
been made in connection with the tenders 
Cotten and submitted for the supply of 120,000 kilogs. of 
Woollen Waste. § hite cotton waste and 50,000 kilogs. of 
woollen waste, the adjudication in respect of which was to have 
taken place on the lst December (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 12th November, p. 303), further tenders for the same material 
are now invited by the “Estrada de Ferro Central do Brazil.” 
One-third of the supplies must be delivered within 40 days after 
the signing of the contract, and the remainder in two equal lots, 
one 15 days after the delivery of the first and the other 30 days 
after the second. Prices must be quoted in Brazilian currency. 
Tenders will be received until noon on the 3lst March, and a 
deposit of 1,000 milreis will be required. 
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BRA ZI L—continued. 
The “ Handelsmuseum ” (Vienna) of 18th February announces, on 
the authority of the Austrian Consul in Sao 
Motor Cars. Paulo, that there is a steadily increasing de- 
mand in the State of SHo Paulo for motor cars, 
nearly half of which have hitherto been supplied by France. The 
motor car industry forms the subject of much advertising in Brazil. 





URUGUAY. 
The “ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” (Paris) of 25th February 
announces that the drawings and plans in 
connection with the construction of the build- 
ing for the Naval Academy are quite finished, 
and that it is expected that tenders for the necessary work will 
be invited about the end of March. 


Building 
‘Construction. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 

With reference to the notice on p. 453 of the “ Board of Trade 
Dredging J ournal ” of 3rd December, 1908, relative to 
Works at the projected enlargement of the port of Buenos 

Shaiiiiie Mines Aires, H.M. Consul there (Mr. A. Carnegie 

‘ Ross) has forwarded a copy of a report on the 
subject, which appeared in “ La Nacion” of 19th January. ‘This 
report, which is by the Argentine Minister of Public Works, deals 
with certain questions raised by the Director-General of Hydraulic 

Works as to the carrying out of Law No. 5,944 for improving the 

port of Buenos Aires, and for opening the Las Palmas channel. The 

Minister of Public Works proposes that the following should form 

(inter ulia) the bases on which tenders should be invited :— 

1. All anchorages and channels for manceuvring vessels to have 
a depth of 30 feet ; 

2. The principal manoeuvring channel to be connected directly 
with the Las Palmas Channel ; 

3. Tenders should contain general plans for the work, and the - 
terms on which it could be carried out ; | 

4, Tenders for the newport and the Las Palmas Channel may be 
presented separately or in combination ; 

5. The work to be carried on as rapidly as possible, but the 
annual payments by the Government to be restricted to the sums 
fixed by the above-mentioned Law. 

The article which appeared in ‘“ La Nacion” (in Spanish) may 
be seen by British contractors on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 


The “ Boletin Oficial” of 29th January publishes a decree, dated 
; 27th January, authorising the Direccién General 

Phas tery de Vias de Comunicacién, Buenos Aires, to 
P ke. ’ invite tenders, with forty-five days’ notice, for 
the following material: 14,594 tons of 25 
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kilogramme rails, 18,786 tons of 31 kilogramme rails, 110,650 
pairs of fishplates, 682,158 bolts, 3,364,400 tirefonds, and 518 
switches and crossings. ‘The foregoing materials are intended for 
the following railways: Barranqueras to Metadn, Dean Fines to 
Laguna Palva, Serrezuela to San Juan, Chumbicha to Audalgalé 
and Tinogasta, El] Bracho to Leales, Bandera to Chaco, San Antonio 
to Nahuel Huapi, Puerto Deseado to Nahuel Huapi, and Comodoro 
Rivadavia to the Lago Buenos Aires. 

The “ Boletin,” containing further details, may be seen by 
British makers on application to the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





EXHIBITION, 


RUSSIA. 
With reference to the notice on p. 370 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 25th February relative to the inter- 


a nega national exhibition to be held at Kazan this 
“ea ' summer, the Board of Trade have received from 


the London Chamber of Commerce some further 
information relating to the exhibition, from which.it appears that 
the date for the delivery of British exhibits will be extended to the 
ist/14th July. Further particulars, showing the classification and 
charges for space, may be consulted by British firms interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 


Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL 
INTELLIGENCE. 


A meeting of the Advisory Committee to the Board of Trade om 
Commercial Intelligence was held at 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
on the 25th February. Sir H. Llewellyn Smith, K.C.B., presided, 
and there were also present:—The Rt. Hon. Lord Avebury, Mr. 
G. R. Askwith, K.C., Sir A. E. Bateman, K.C.M.G., Mr F. 
Brittain, Mr. G. H. Cox, Mr. T. Craig-Brown, Mr. C. A. Harris, 
C.B., C.M.G., Sir W. H. Holland, Bart., M.P., Mr. W. H. Mitchell, 
Mr. E. Parkes, M.P., Sir Albert Rollit, Sir Albert Spicer, Bart.., 
M.P., the Rt. Hon. Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, G.C.M.G., 
and Mr. Percy Ashley (Secretary). 

Mr. T. Worthington (Director of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch) also attended the meeting. 

It was reported that the number of enquiries received at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch (73, Basinghall Street, E.C.) 
during 1908 was 11,263, as compared with 9,166 during the 
preceding year. 

Among the matters discussed were the proposed revision of the 
French Customs Tariff, the revision of the United States Tariff, 
and the official participation by Great Britain in the forthcoming 
International Exhibitions at Brussels and in Italy. 
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COAL PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION IN THE 
PRINCIPAL COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD. 


The following particulars relating to the production and con- 
sumption of> coal in the principal countries in the world are 
extracted from a Return [Coal Tables, 1907—Statistical Tables 
relating to the production, consumption, &c., of coal, &c., &e.— 
377/1908] recently issued by the Board of Trade :— 

Production.—The production of coal in the five principal coal- 
producing countries of the world in 1905, 1906 and 1907 was as 
follows :-— 


Countries. 1905. | 1906. | 1907. 














| | 
| 
Tons.* ‘Tons.* Tons.* 
United Kingdo fos me wha ... 236,129,000 | 251,068,000 | 267,831,000 
CN a ta! ak ee .... 119,350,000 | 134,914,000 | 140,885,000 
France ode ins om ie ...| 84,652,000 | 32,920,000 | 35,586,000T 
Belgium ... = ue nee eee ewe} 21,506,000 | 23,191,000 | 23,324,000 
United States of America ... ne ...| 350,821,000' | 369,783,060 428,896,000F|| 
* Tons of 2,240 lbs. + Provisional figures. || Including lignite. 


The production of coal in 1907 in the United Kingdom, Ger- 
many, France, and the United States was greater than in any 
previous year. The total output of the United Kingdom amounted 
to nearly 268 million tons, or an increase over 1906 of 17 million 
tons; in Germany the production amounted to 141 million tons,. 
or 6 million tons more than in the previous year. In the United 
States the quantity produced was returned at nearly 429 million 
tons, an increase over the output in 1906 of 59 million tons. In 
France the output for 1907 shows an increase of 24 million tons 
over that for the previous year, but the output for 1906 was con- 
siderably affected by the labour dispute in the northern coalftields 
in the early part of that year. In Belgium the production in 1907, 
viz., 232 million tons, shows a slight increase over that for 1906, 
and has only been exceeded by that of 1902. Of the remaining 
countries included in the tables, Russia alone has a production ex- 
ceeding 20 million tons. 

It will be seen that the production of the United States now 
exceeds that of the United Kingdom by 60 per cent., but the pro- 
duction of Germany represents little more than a half, and that of 
France and Belgium together less than a quarter, of the production 
of this country. 

The total known coal production of the world (exclusive of 
brown coal or lignite) in 1907 was about 1,000 million tons, of 
which the United Kingdom produced rather more than one-fourth. 

As compared with its population, the production of coal in the 
United Kingdom still surpasses that in the United States. It 
amounts to 6 tons per head; whilst in the United States it is 5 
tons per head. In Belgium it amounts to 3} tons per head, in 
Germany to about 2} tons, and in France to under one ton. 
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Coal Produstion and Consumption in the Principal Countries of 
the World. 





The following statement shows the production of coal in the 
principal British Colonies and Possessions in the years 1905, 1906, 
and 1907. ‘he amounts are in every case stated in tons of 
2,240 Ibs. : 


Production of Coal in Principal British Colonies and Possessions. 














Country. | 1905. 1996. | 1907. 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
British India ome ais ao .» 8,418,000 9,783,000 11,147,000* 
OS “i eee a 9,631,00* 
New Zealand an er see ...| 1,586,000 1,730,000 1,841,000* 
Canada ‘ip ae sos ie «»| 7,739,000 8,717,000 9,385,000* 
areneeest ke ee ee sie ...| 2,327,000 2,583,000 2,574,060 
Cape of Go.d Hope one “ne | 147,000 128,000 129,000 
Natal.. ae “et ...| 1,129,000 1,239,000 1,530,000 
Orange River Colony eee one <3 106,000 235,000 446,000 








—_—_$—$— $$ ne — 





* Frovisional figures. 


In 1907 the output of British India amounted to 11,147,000 
tons, an increase of about 14 million tons as compared with 1906. 
In both Australia and Canada the output now approaches 10,000,000 
tons per annum. In Australia the output of 1907 was greater than 
that of 1906 by over one million tons, whilst the Canadian pro- 
duction increased by 600,000 tons.- Small increases have taken 
place in New Zealand and Natal, but the output of the Transvaal 
and of the Cape of Good Hope remained practically stationary. In 
the Orange River Colony the output in 1907 amounted to 446,000 
tons. In British South Africa as a whole the annual production is 
now rather over 44 million tons. 

In Australia the output during 1907 amounted to just over 2} 
tons per head of population, in New Zealand and the Transvaal to 
rather Jess than 2 tons, in Canada to 14 tons, in Natal to about 14 
tons, and in the Orange River Colony to one ton. 

Consumption.—The consumption of coal in some of the chief 
consuming countries is shown in the following statement, in which 
the countries are given in the order of importance as coal con- 
sumers in 1907 :— 








— — Se 











—____- | 1905, 1903. 1907. 

Tons. Tons. Tons. 
United States 1+ ase ase ae] 343,231,000 | 361,602,000 | 417,875,000 
United Kingdom ... .... «2. ~— eee 169,017,000 | 174,361,000 | 182,674,000 
Germany... ren ibe un ...| 106,716,000 | 119,282,000 | 128,411,000 
France... eww ees, eee Ss ws | | 45,915,600 | 49,441,000 | 52,885,000 
Russia ses ene wee we. | ~-23,604,000*] 25,489,000*| 24,708,007 
Austria- Hungary bin a bis .... 19,314,000 | 21,234,000 | 24,257,000 
Pelgium ... sen wee wees we} |—-:19,661,000 | 22,468,000 | 22,805,000 











* Provisional figures. 
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It will be seen from these figures that the total consumption of 
coal in the United States is now more than twice as great as that: 
in any other country, and is only slightly less than the combined 
consumption of all the other countries mentioned in the foregoing 
table. The consumption of coal per head of population in the 
United States now exceeds that in the United Kingdom, as appears 
from the following statement, which applies to 1907 :— 














United United | Set ne ue Austria- | = 

States. | Kingdom. | Belgium. | Germany. | France. | Hungary. | Russia. 
Tons. Tons. | Tos. Tons. | Tons. Tons. Tons. 
4°87 41% | 3°13 2°05 | 1°35* 0°50* 0°16* 

















* Provisional figures. 


It appears from the above that Belgium and Germany are the 
only other foreiga countries in which the per cajita consumption 
of coal exceeds 2 tons perannum. Both in France and in Germany 
the consumption per head <ppears small, but in these countries a 
large quantity of fuel of other sorts, such as lignite, wood, turf, 
and denatured spirits is also used. 

Lignite.—The statistics of lignite production show that the 
principal producing countries are Germany, Austria, and Hungary, 
which in 1906 produced 55,513,000 tons, 23,779,000 tons, and 
6,263,000 tons, respectively, whilst the provisional figures available 
for the production of Germany in 1907 show a production of 
61,542,000 tons. In Austria the output of lignite for 1907 was 
25,840,000 tons. The quantity of lignite produced in the United 
States is included in the figures of coal produced, which have 
already been given; the latest available figures giving the pro- 
duction of lignite separately relate to 1905, when it amounted to 
6,149,000 tons. In no other country does the quantity produced 
reach one million tons. In the United Kingdom it has for some 
years been nil. 





BLACK WATTLE-BARK INDUSTRY IN NATAL. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner for South Africa (Mr. R. Sothern 
Holland) has forwarded particulars of the black wattle-bark 
industry in Natal, which is developing rapidly and becoming one 
of the staple industries of the Colony. The area devoted to black 
wattle plantations has increased from 44,000 acres in 1901 to 
nearly 90,000 acres in 1907, and the exports from 13,771 tons, 
valued at 69,850/., to 24,207 tons, valued at 139,141/., during the 
same period. 

Although Cape Colony, the Transvaal, the Australian Colonies, 
California, South America, and the Mediterranean may all come 
into competition, Natal has a combination of geographical, 
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climatic, and economic conditions, together with an established 
reputation, which will secure her a strong position in the European 
market. In the meantime, however, Natal’s contribution to the 
total demand for tan-bark is insignificant, and does not suggest 
the probability of over-production for many years to come. In- 
deed, many English firms have not yet considered the black wattle- 
bark to be of sufficiently regular quantity and supply to warrant 
their putting down plant to deal with it, and, though most of the 
Natal bark is shipped vid England, a very large proportion of it 
finds its way to the Continental market. Cape Colony still imports 
from Natal, and H.M. Commissioner is informed that Australia has 
been endeavouring to do so. 

The question as to whether it would be possible and advisable to 
extract the tannic acid from the bark in Natal before shipment and 
ship it in liquid form is under consideration, The necessity of 
adopting a system of grading in the export of bark shipped from 
Natal has also been discussed. 

In regard to the possibility of introducing the use of machinery 
in this industry, H.M. Commissioner states that the present method 
of felling the trees is by hand, the ordinary side axe being in use,. 
and for stripping a barking knife is employed. ‘he industry, 
however, is growing fast, and will in time reach large proportions : 
it seems, therefore, to afford an opportunity for the invention of 
machinery for automatic felling, bark stripping, bark disintegra- 
tion, and sacking appliances. H.M. Commissioner has forwarded 
photographs* of machines that have been manufactured locally— 
one a chopping appliance and the other a disintegrator. 

Sawing machinery is being used by two companies in Natal. 

The poles when stripped are used for mine work. Black wattle 
timber is understood to be largely employed for box material in 
connection with fruit, soap, and other packing. 





COMMERCIAL CONDITIONS AND PROSPECTS IN 
ALASKA. 


The following information relating to conditions and prospects 
in Alaska has been received from the British Vice-Consul at Nome 
(Col. L. R. S. Weatherley) :-- 

The salmon fisheries of Alaska are the greatest in the world, and 
the profits arising from them, as well as from gold, furs, and 
ivory, have already amounted to an enormous sum. It is 
the mineral resources, however, which are the most important 
factor in the industrial development of Alaska. The gréat wealth 
of the country lies in the auriferous gravels, vast areas of which 
are as yet unprospected. Ledges of free milling ore have been 








* May be seen by persons interested, on application at the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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discovered. Galena, graphite, quicksilver, copper and bismuth 
have been exposed, and tin has also been found in commercial 
quantities, both in the alluvial deposit and in the native matrix. 
Beds of coal have been opened up in several places, and the 
product has been found to be of high grade and adaptable to all 
uses on the fields. 

The Seward Peninsula, topographically, has an advantage that 
other sections of Alaska have not, and it is due to the arrangement 
of its mountains, rivers and creeks that it possesses, according to 
the report of the Geological Survey, 750 miles of gold-producing 
streams. ‘That is against an estimated fifty miles in the Dawson 
country, the centre of the famous Klondyke. It is a fact that in 
this section of Alaska is offered a greater scope in which to mine 
than in any region of the North West, as throughout the entire 
area gold has been found. In some parts of the prospected districts 
it is more concentrated than in others, but it has been demonstrated 
that the actual mining ground is distributed everywhere over the 
Peninsula, and there are rivers and creeks which contain high 
values. The beach claims contribute their part, and the level 
stretches of Tundra* also are rich. There are hydraulic and 
dredging propositions in every district. When the report of the 
Geological Survey was made in 1907, and it was declared that the 
measurements of the placer diggings resulted in a computation 
that there were 650,000,000 cubic yards of workable ground in 
Seward Peninsula, a better idea of the vastness of the placer 
diggings was gained. 

Of the creeks in the Nome district, Buster, Little, Cooper Gulch, 
Dexter, Dry and Grace, by reason of their early discovery, have 
produced the largest amount of gold, but Little Creek, opened up 
for the first time in the winter of 1905, promises to produce as 
much as the others, if not more. 

It is anticipated that the Nome output for 1909 will be far in 
excess not only of any previous year, but of all the years since 
gold was first struck. Stupendous schemes are on foot by able 
capitalists to dredge the Tundra throughout the entire Peninsula, 
ditches are being constructed, dredges, steami-shovels, and other 
labour-saving appliances have been and are being installed. These 
will not only facilitate operations on the streams which have 
already been worked, but will make productive vast areas of con- 
centrated placers on the hillsides, benches and flats, which will 
yield enormous returns when worked by machinery and economical 
methods. 

Three years ago, Alaskan mines produced 16,500,000 dollars 
worth of gold, while during 1907 the value of the production 
amounted to 21,000,000 dollars. The Seward Peninsula, since 
the discovery of gold in 1898, has produced 40,000,000 dollars 
worth. Altogether Alaska, with its crude methods of transporta- 
tion and lack of machinery and capital, has produced 150,000,000 
dollars worth of minerals and metals. 





* A moss-covered plain extending from the foot of the hills, adjacent to Nome 
to the sea; this plain is never thawed to more than a few few feet below the 
surface. 
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The most important railway in Northern Alaska is the Seward 
Peninsula narrow gauge line, built for a distance of 85 miles, to 
the Kougarok. The Peninsula Railway Company have given out 
their intention of extending this line another 50 miles, and opening 
up fully the Creeks and Gulches beyond the Kougarok Range. 

The Council City and Solomon Railway has been in operation 
for the last three years, but so far the development of that country 
has been retarded by the enormously rich finds of the Nome District, 
as prospectors were unwilling to pay the exorbitant charges of that 
particular railway, which until this last year was not inclined to 
make any reasonable concession. 

Railways at three separate points of the Pacific coast are projected 
and are now being constructed, to reach the Yukon country. 
These lines are the Alaska Central, at Seward City, at the head of 
Resurrection Bay; the Valdez-Yukon railway, at the head of Port 
Valdez; and the Copper River and North-western railway at Cordova 
on Cordova Bay. These three points are within a radius of 200 miles 
on Prince William Sound. The completicn of any of these three 
lines to Fairbanks, the metropolis of the Tanana valley, or to Eagle 
City, on the Yukon river, near the boundary line between Alaska 
and the Canadian North-west, means the development of three or 
four agricultural and mining States like Iowa, Minnesota, the 
Dakotas and Montana in Central Alaska. 

The builders of these railways, however, have in view something 
far less remote than the possibilities of Central Alaska. They are 
all aiming first to secure the enormous freight tonnage that must 
result from the tapping of the great copper belt and coalfields that lie 
almost parallel with the coast for 150 miles, beginning with the islands 
on Prince William Sound, extending north-east across the Copper 
river to Mount Wrangell, Alaska’s sole active interior volcano. 
These are among the richest known copper fields in the world. Inan 
area of some 200 miles there is in sight what competent mineralo- 
gists estimate at 1,000,000,000 dollars worth of copper. There is 
scarcely an explored district ten miles square within this entire 
belt that does not show more or less high-grade ore. 

The Canadian Pacific Railway Company have just completed a 
survey for a proposed line of railway extending from British 
Columbia into the heart of Yukon territory. 

Nome has a winter population now of over 5,000. It hasa 
municipal organisation with a good fire department and a system 
of waterworks operated during the open season; it is the head- 
quarters of the postal service for Northern Alaska, and the end of 
the Government telegraph service, which includes overland, wireless, 
and cable in making communication with the States ; it has electric 
light, local and long-distance telephone services, the latter reaching 
to every town and important mining camp on Seward Peninsula. 

Mails are received and despatched by every steamer in the open 
season, t.e., from the lst June to the 20th October ; in winter, once 
a week, by dog team 1,800 miles over the ice. 

The average wage of the miner is one pound a day with bcard 
and lodging. The cost of living to the ordinary individual is abcut 
six shillings a day. 
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PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


CEYLON. 


The ‘‘Ceylon Government Gazette Extraordinary,” for February 
9th, contains the text of a draft Ordinance, 
which provides for the prohibition of the 
importation of the ‘water hyacinth” into 
Ceylon. 

Any person importing the plant is, on con- 
viction, liable to a fine not exceeding 200 rupees. 


Proposed 
Prohibition of 
Importation of 

the “ Water 
Hyacinth.” 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


The “Commonwealth Gazette” for 16th January contains a 
, Customs By-Law, dated 12th January,providing, 
ee with effect from that date, for the withdrawal 
wae “em . , of the following machine tools from the list of 
f = ~ ra . articles accorded free entry into the Common- 
rom 2ree Mist. —_ wealth, under the By-Law of 14th September, 
1908 :— 
MACHINE TOOLS AND Parts. 
For metal working— 
Punching and shearing, combined or separate, sizes over 
3 in., when not adapted to punch or shear under # in. 
Shearing (see “ punching and shearing ” above). 


The same issue of the “Gazette” contains various Customs By- 
Laws dated 7th and 8th January last, 
providing for the free importation of the 
following machine tcols, tools of trade, and 
‘minor articles” into the Commonwealth from 
the under-mentioned dates : 


Free Importation of 
certain Tools and 
‘Minor Articles.” 








Date of 


| 
Articles. | Operation. 





Machine tools and parts— | 
Floorcramps .. .. | 23rd Dec , 1908 
Tools of trade for artisans and mec ‘hanics, and tools in , gene ral | 
use— 
Tinsmith’s hand shears ... os 14th Sept., 1908 
Minor articles for the manufacture “of gouds ue ithin the | 
Cummonwealth— 
Locks— ; 
Rim rivets ... eee a mn ene eee .. | 21st Dec., 1908 


| 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA—continued. 


“The above-mentioned “‘ Gazette” also contains amended Customs 
3 : By-Laws dated 8th January, 1909, pre- 
por ae oaigilee mag scribing the rules to be’ observed, with 
eee effect from 19th December, 1908, regarding 


the denaturation of the following articles :— 


China oil. 
Cotton-seed oil and oils declared to be substitutes for cotton- 
seed oil. 


A Customs notice, dated 8tn January, has been received directing 

Duty on Musee that “extra nucoa” and ‘“‘nucoa butter ”— 

Butter. &c being capable of use as substitutes for cocoa- 

seers butter—shall, on importation into the Austra- 

lian Commonwealth, be subject to the same rates of duty as those 
leviable on cocoa-butter, viz : 


Under the General Tariff... ... perlb. 13d. 
Under the United Kingdom Tariff... per lb. 14d. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 184 of the 
? Duty ou Rape “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 28th January last 
Seed Oil P regarding the imposition of a duty of 2s. per 
gallon, under a Customs notice issued on 17th 
December, 1908, on rape seed oil on importation into the Common- 
wealth, the Board of Trade have now received copy of a further 
Notice, dated 12th January, 1909, cancelling, from that date, the 
above-mentioned Notice of 17th December last. 
Note.—-Under the previous Notice, “rape seed oil” was made 
subject to the same rate of duty as “ cotton seed oil,” for which, 
it was stated, it could be used as a substitute. 





DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND. 


The “ New Zealand Gazette” for 14th January contains a Gover- 
ee nor’s Order (No, 189 of 1908) dated 21st 
Pros 4 il December, 1908, directing that “bevelled or 
Sikeenindl Mien silvered glass, other than plate glass” shall be 
subject to the same rates of duty as those 
(other oo leviable on “ bevelled or silver plate glass,” on 
Plate Glass). importation into the Dominion of New Zea- 
land, viz. :—- 
If the produce or manufacture of some part of the 
British Dominions _... ... 20 per cent. ad val. 


Otherwise sad wack ee. | ae z 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of Transvaal Customs 
Notices (Nos. 33 and 34) giving the following 
Customs Tariff decisions relating to the rates 
of duty leviable on certain articles imported into the South African 
Customs Union :— 


Customs Decisions. 








| Rebate allowed upon 
Tariff | Rates of oe eer 








icles or manufacture of the 
Articles. No. | Duty. United Kingdom 
| and reciprocating 
Colonies. 
| 
Stove linings (pulverised fire clay)  ...| 83 3 % ad val. 3 % ad val. 
Mine rescue apparatus and smoke helmet} 98a@/ 3 % ns 3% 5; 

















SIERRA LEONE, 


A copy of an Order-in-Council, dated 13th January, has been 
ins Miniatattaihtions received, providing for the free importation of 
of ichel 4 the following articles into Sierra Leone : 
Petia =o Household effects, and used furniture, the 
eeactrtcthy ficial property of Officers of the Imperial or Colonial 
en Cee Governments, being passengers, and admitted as 
such by the Collector of Customs. 


The “Sierra Leone Royal Gazette” for 16th January, contains an 
Order-in-Council, dated 13th January, 1909, 
directing that all goods imported from any port 
or place outside Sierra Leone shall, with effect 
from Ist January, 1910, be entered at the port 
or place of importation in accordance with the 
prescribed import list, and the directions therein contained. 

This list, which shows the designations by which the articles of 
merchandise are to be distinguished, and the denominations 
(whether of quantity or value), by which they are to be stated in 
the bills of entry, may be seen by merchants interested on applica- 
tion to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 


73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The same issue of the “Gazette” contains Regulations dated 
eitiiiens 13th January, 1909, which have been made 
ce under Ordinances Nos. 10 and 11 of 1908, 

Pe ae bj of - TeSpecting the importation of firearms, ammuni- 
oie 4 tion, gunpowder, munitions of war and explosives 
a a a into Sierra Leone. 
penta All firearms and ammunition for firearms 
imported into the Colony shall be landed from the importing ship 


Revised Import 
List : Description 
of Goods in Bills 

of Entry. 
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SIERRA LEONE—continued. 


at the Government wharf and taken direct to the King’s Shed 
where an account will be taken of them and warehousing marks 
made thereon. After the passing of the proper entries, or a lapse 
of 48 hours from the date of storage, they must be deposited in the 
public warehouse appointed for the purpose. Such arms and 
ammunition may not be withdrawn without the written authority 
of the Governor, except that flint-lock guns with unrifled barrels 
and common or “trade” gunpowder may be withdrawn with the 
written authority of the Collector or Assistant-Collector of Customs. 

All explosives imported into the Colony, except such as are 
consigned to the Imperial or Colonial Governments and also 
ammunition for firearms, shall be landed at the Magazine Wharf 
and deposited at the magazines or public store houses appointed 
for the storage, warehousing, or temporary deposit of such 
explosives. 

No explosives may be unloaded or transhipped from any ship, 
except with the permission of the Collector of Customs and in the 
presence of a Customs officer, and no explosives may be withdrawn 
from the magazine or public store house without the written 
authority of the Governor. 


A Proclamation was issued on 11th January, 1909, appointing the 
Government Store, commonly known as the 
weighing room near the lighthouse on the 
Government Wharf, Freetown, to be the Public 
Warehouse, as heretofore, for the deposit of 
firearms and ammunition for firearms. 

The rent in respect of firearms, &c., deposited in the Public 
Warehouse shall be as follows :— 


Appointment of 
Warehouse for 
Deposit of 
Arms, &c. 


Rent per month or fraction 











Articles. | of a month. 
Firearms or ammunition 208 ove .--| 1d. per cubic ft. or fraction thereof. 
Gunpowder ... soe ion nee “ 4d. per 100 lbs. ‘ “a 








UGANDA PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received informaticn to the effect that 
eeaieieiniiiens alt regulations have been issued under the “ Goods 
P in Transit Ordinance No. 18 of 1908,” notifying 
Congo Svory. that the importation of ivory from the Congo is 


prohibited, unless it is stamped and accompanied by Congo papers. 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 321 of the 
; “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 12th November 
Customs Notice) 44 respecting the amended forms of entry 
respecting _ for goods imported into British Guiana, the 
requirements Of 30 0rd of ‘I'rade have now received a copy of 
the New Forms a further Customs Notice, issued on 28th 
of Entry. January, drawing attention to the information 
which is required by the Customs Department to be given under 
Government Notice No. 264 of 13th June, 1908, viz.: that the 
“country of origin” of manufacture or produce is required to be 
given in respect of imports, and the ‘country of final destination ” 
in the case of exports. 

This additional information, it is stated, must be supplied in 
the case of all imports and exports from 1st April next, and it 
desired that, where necessary, arrangements should be made with 
shippers to give the requisite information accordingly. 





SWITZERLAND. 


The following decisions affecting the application of the Customs 
‘Tariff of Switzerland have recently been issued 





























Cassone by the Swiss Customs Department :— 
Decisions. 
Tariff No. 
Articles, under which | Rate of Duty. 
dutiable. 
F rs. cts. 
Per 100 kilogs. 
Paper serviettes, cut out, without any firm’s name 
printed on them ... 331 30 00 
Wedges forming the extremities of. frogs for rail- 
way switches, wrought and finished ... ses 736 4 00 
Manufactures of tin- -plate ... oe 788d 20 00 
Roller skates of wrought iron combined Ww ith 
wool ous ee ons 809 20 00 
Cylinders for liquefied gases _ oes ee 881 5 00 
Métal déployé oe oe ose eee eee 899 6 00 
ITALY. 


The Italian “‘ Gazzetta Ufficiale” for the 26th February contains 
einataaile ait a Royal Decree providing that on the exporta- 
| tion of incandescent gas mantles drawback of 


ae oe tee the duty on the nitrate of thorium employed in 
Exportation of a : 
their manufacture shall be allowed at the rate 
Incandescent 


Gas Mantles. of 7 lire for every thousand mantles. 
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MOROCCO. 


With reference to previous notices in the ‘Board of Trade 
Journal” respecting the permission to export 
bones from Morocco, the Board of Trade are 
now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
information to the effect that the period during 
which the exportation of bones is permitted 
has been extended for a further term of one Moorish year, 1.e., 
until the 9th January, 1910. 


Prolongation 

of Period for 

Exportation of 
Bones. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Examination of  °°PY of a circular of the United States Treasury 
Imported Seeds Department, addressed to Customs officers, 
‘directing that until July 1st, 1909, two-ounce 
samples of all importations of 100 pounds or more of grass, clover, 
and forage-plant seeds, be forwarded to the seed laboratory, 
Department of Agriculture, Washington. The importation of the 
consignment and its entry into commerce will be suspended until 
the result of the examination of the sample is made known. 





VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
Abolition of translation of a Venezuelan Decree, dated 22nd 
i January, 1909, annulling the contract of the 
ieampaly Sth February, 1906, which had for its object 
the constitution of a National Cigarette Manu- 
factory. This Decree also cancels the Decree of the 20th March, 
1908, which prohibited the importation and manufacture of cut 
tobacco by private persons. The taxes to be levied on tobacco and 
cigarettes are to be determined by subsequent Decree. 





BRAZIL. 


The following is a statement of the principal provisions of the 

Badest Lew Brazilian Budget Law for 1909, as regards the 

for 1909. import and consumption duties, &c., leviable in 
Brazil :— 

1. The tariff of import duties sanctioned by Decree of the 
19th March, 1900, with the modifications introduced therein by 
the Budget Laws for the years 1904 to 1908, and the Decree of 
12th August, 1907, is to remain in force with the following 
alterations :— 
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BRA ZI L—coutinued. 





| New Rate of 





Articles. | Duty. 
Reis. 
Perchlorate of ammonia, nitronapataline and trinitrotoluol —...| Kilog. gross 40 
Curds in liquid or powder for the manufacture of cheese ...| Kilog. net 50 
Photographic plates and films :— 
Glass di bee ea one éee eve eee .. | Kilog. 100 
Celluloid or other material vue ove ose aes en o 200 








2. Paragraphs (1) and (2) of Article 12 of the Introductory 
Provisions to the Tariff are modified to read as follows :—— 

Paragraph 1.-—Textiles whose weft is of silk and warp of 
other material or vice versé shall pay the same duties as 
those levied on similar goods composed entirely of silk, 
with a rebate of 50 per cent. 

If, however, on the silk side the strands of the other 

material are visible, the rebate will be 60 per cent. 

Paragraph 2.—-Mixed textiles whose weft and warp are com- 
posed of other materials, and which contain in the weft 
or warp or both only a few strands or a small admixture 
of silk will pay the duties leviable on the predominant 
material plus 30 per cent. : 

3. The 2 per cent. (gold) tax on cereals, and the surtax of 
10 per cent. (paper) levied on the registration charges (expediente) 
imposed on duty-free goods, are maintained in force. 

4. All merchandise destined for neighbouring countries is to 
be free of warehouse dues for a period of six months in the 
Customs houses of Rio Grande, Pelotas, and Porto Alegre. 

5. As regards the proportion of the import duties payable in 
gold, the provisions of the Budget Law for 1906* are to be 
observed. 

6. The Government is authorised to levy at Rio de Janeiro, 
Rio Grande do Sul, Victoria, Bahia, Recife and Belém an addi- | 
tional tax (for port works) not exceeding 2 per cent. (gold) upon - 
the official import valuations, exception being made in the case of 
the articles subject to the “surtax on cereals.” The same tax 
may be extended to other ports and to the land frontiers of the 
Republic, in accordance with the terms of the Decree of the 14th 
February, 1907. The Government is also authorised to maintain 
in force the tax of from 1 to 5 reis per kilog. of merchandise 
loaded or discharged at certain ports. | 

‘ NotE.—In accordance with: a Presidential Decree dated 31st : 
December, 1908, issued under the above-mentioned authorisation, ’ 
the tax of 2 per cent. (gold) was to be levied from the lst Feb- 
ruary, 1909, on ‘the official valuation of merchandise imported 





* See the “ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for the 8th February, 1906, pp. 278-9. 
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BRA ZIL—continued. 


through the Customs houses of the States of Maranhao, Ceara, 
Rio Grande do Norte, Brahyba, Esperito Santo, Parana, Santa 
Catharina and Matto Grosso. | 

7. As in the previous Budget Law, the Government is authorised 
to modify, or even to abrogate, during the period that it shall 
deem necessary, the import duties on articles of foreign origin that 
may compete with similar articles produced in the country by 
“trusts.” 

8. The Government is authorised to permit the free importation 
of certain articles for use in industry, etc. The more important 
of these articles will be found enumerated at p. 71 of the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 13th April, 1905, and p. 564 of the 
“ Journal ” for 22nd March, 1906. 

9, Cattle, horses, asses, sheep and goats imported for breeding 
purposes are declared free of Customs duty and all other charges. 

10. The articles enumerated at p, 593 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 20th February, 1908, are to continue to be 
admitted on payment only of a registration charge (expediente) of 
2 percent. The following is an addition to the former list :—- 
chemical products for the manufacture of sugar with bisulphate of 
lime and impure sulphites. 

11. Article 8 of the Law provides that all documents relative to 
the despatch of Brazilian sailing vessels and steamers plying 
between foreign ports, or between foreign and national ports, shall 
be exempt from consular stamps and charges. Despatch of 
merchandise by these ships or steamers shall enjoy a similar 
exemption, but the merchandise shall continue to be subject to 
consular invoice stamps and charges. 

.12. In accordance with Art. 10 gold coin and bar exported 
through Brazilian Customs houses shall pay a duty not exceeding 
5 per cent. of their value, if market conditions require it. Gold 
extracted by mining companies from their mines and exported by 
them shall be exempt from this tax. 

13. The provision of the Budget Law for 1906, by which the 
Government was authorised to introduce a preferential tariff in 
favour of countries which make concessions to Brazilian products, 
is continued in force. 

A copy of the “ Diario Official” containing the complete text of 
the Budget Law (in Portuguese), together with a copy of the 
‘ Brazilian Review ” containing an English translation of the Law, 
may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 
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GERMANY. 
The “ Reichs-Gesetzblatt ” (No. 3 of 1909) publishes a copy of the 


new tariff regulations in regard to the working 


New Railway of the German railways, and also to inter- 


R onl national working, so far as the latter is not 
ve regulated by special provisions. These new 


regulations, which are substituted for the railway traffic regula- 
tions of the 26th October, 1899, will come into force on the 
Ist April, 1909. 

The ‘“ Reichs-Gesetzblatt’ containing these Regulations may 
be seen by British firms interested, on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





BELGIUM. . 

H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir C. Hertslet) writes :-- 
“In my last report on the shipping of Antwer 
Bxtension of the (No. 3968 eieuad Series) I inde volition to 
Port of Antwerp. the decision of the Belgian Government, by the 
law of 18th August, 1907, to undertake the construction of the 
first portion of the vast scheme of extension of the port, which 
initial step is to consist of the excavating of two of the nine sub- 
sidiary docks and the corresponding portion of the cana! dock for 
which the project provides,* the sum of 800,000/. having been voted 
by Parliament for the carrying out of this portion of the scheme, 
a part of which will be reimbursed by the Antwerp municipality 
to the State in accordance with subsequent arrangement. 

“The position in regard to the two subsidiary docks and the 
portion of the canal dock adjoining them is as follows :-- 

“Tenders for the construction of the canal dock and two sub- 
sidiary basins have been adjudicated, and the contract awarded to 
a Brussels firm. ‘The work of construction has already begun, and 
the estimated time for completion is 1914. The cost of these new 
docks will be about €80,000/. for the sinking of the docks and 
building the quay walls, but not including the construction of sheds 
or the dock installations. 

“The new docks when finished will furnish an additional length 
of quays amounting to 5,796 yards (1,640 yards in the canal dock 
and 4,156 yards in the subsidiary docks). This new length of 
quays when completed will, with the existing length of quays of 
23,785 yards, give Antwerp a total quay accomodation of 29,581 
yards, 

‘“ At the time of writing (January, 1909) the position in regard 





* Details of the extension schem2 are contained in Foreign Office Report 
No. 640, Miscellaneous, and also in Foreign Office Reports 3,752 and 3,968, Annual 
Series, which will explain these 1eferences. The Repoits in question may be. 
obtained from Messra. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, E.C., at a cost of 7d , 
2}d., and 23d. respectively. 
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to the construction of the two subsidiary docks and. the corres- 
ponding part of the canal dock is as follows :— 

“The working material of the contractors is gradually arriving, 
and there are some 20 locomotives, 1,500 wagons, and 3 excavators 
on the spot. One excavator is placed at the extremity of the pro- 
longation of the canal dock, a second at the end of one of the sub- 
sidiary docks, and the third is being mounted. There are some 12 
miles of railway line in the vicinity, and pumps have been erected 
to drain the ground. About 300 workmen are at present engaged 
on the work, but this number will be largely increased as soon as 
the preliminaries are completed. 

“The contractors have, apparently, decided to hurry on with the 
sinking of the dock, and it is stated that nine excavators will 
probably be used if procurable.” 





JAPAN: 
The following return, compiled by the Department of Communi- 
cations, showing the number of Japanese ships 


at the close of 1908, has been received from 
H.M. Commercial Attaché at Yokohama (Mr. 


Mercantile 
Marine. 


E. F. Crowe) :— 





























Steamers. | n 
: | Gross Net 
Bize. | No. Tonnage. Tonnage. 
From 20-100 tons wie me ae 752 34,271°49 | 18,477°49 
a 100-300 _ ,, = ons aed 295 49,621°32 28,930°71 
(ae. ig PAPA a a 5 Re 36,525°07 22,295°35 
,  §00-1,000 ,, rises Sees oe 102,444°53 63,901°33 
, 1,000-2,000 ,, ae 197,776°75 127,169-00 
;  2,000-3,000 _,, ia — ai 107 262,232°48 169,748°59 
, 3,000-4,000 ,, te te ae 173,513°10 112,706°64 
, 4,000-5,000 ,, oe eae 18 80,114°65 54,362'84 
, 5,000-6,000 ,, ee + ane fae, 6 31,915-27 19,787°47 
IR es ee, ee 125,073°76 76,318°28 
,  7,000-8,000 ,, + nas it nigel 1 7,463°23 4,627°21 
» 8,000-9,000  ,, se OCR are 3 ¥5,544°49 15,837°57 
Over 10,000 i ie on : 2 26,880°28 14,515°35 
Total 1,618 1,153,340°42 728,677°83 
Sailing Ships. 
' Gross Net 
Bize. No. Tonnage. Tonnage. 
From 20-100 tons 3,205 192,567°69 180,902°94 
- 100-300 __s,, 1,304 175,049°00 164,236°31 
» 800-500 ,, 4 1,589°88 1,383°53 
»  800-1,000 ,, ] 825-32 -775°80 
Over 2,000 : 1 2.287°15 1,418-03 
Total _ 4,515 372,319°04 348,716°61 
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COSTA RICA. 


H.M. Legation at Panama reports that, owing to a very heavy 
rainfall, the Costa Rica railways have again 
suffered serious damage during the latter part 
of December, and that the tracks between 
Limon and San Jose have been damaged for miles by landslides. 
Several iron bridges (three of them spanning 220 to 262 feet) have 
been washed away and traffic was completely interrupted. H.M. 
Legation is informed that it will take many months and involve a 
considerable expenditure to repair the damages. 


Damage to 
Railways. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY. . 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade held a formal investigation at Penrith on the 
17th and 18th February, into a boiler explosion 
that occurred on a local farm on the 6th 
November last. ‘The Commissioners found that 
the explosion was caused by the fire-box having 
become too thin to sustain the working pressure. Proper measures 
had not been taken by the owner to ensure that the boiler was 
being worked under safe conditions, and the responsibility for the 
explosion rested with him, but the Commissioners decided that the 
case was not one in which they would make any order as to costs. 


Enquiry under 
the Boiler 
Explosions Act. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the “Indian Trade Journal” (Calcutta) of 11th 
February, several Marwaris of the Central 
Asnentes Provinces are reported to be about to form a 
Synninane. syndicate for the manufacture of asbestos goods. 
It appears that a big mine exists near Kamptee, which requires 
development, and that the promoters of the syndicate are negotiating 
with certain Bengali scientists in Calcutta with a view to experi- 
ments being undertaken with the raw material, which is believed 
to be of the very best quality. According to a recent geological 
report on the mineral products of India, asbestos is an Indian 
mineral which has not yet got beyond the prospecting stage, though 
attempts to work the product have been made in Merwara in 
Rajputana, Gariwal in the United Provinces, and the Hessan 
District of Mysore. According to Dr. Watt, asbestos is found in 
the Gokak Taluks in the Belgaum District in the Southern Mahratta 
country. It is also obtainable in large quantities in the country 
to the south and west of the Kurrum river, Afghanistan. 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 143 of the ‘“‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of the 21st January last respect- 
ing an Australian Government Bill for the 
encouragement of manufactures in the Common- 
wealth, the Board of Trade have received from 
the Representative of the Commonwealth of Australia in London 
(Captain R. Muirhead Collins, C.M.G.) a copy of the Act, which 
was assented to on the 14th Decemter last. 

The Act provides for the payment of a bounty of 12s. rer ton 
(up to a maximum of 150,000/.) on pig iron made from Australian 
ore, on puddled bar iron, and on steel made from Australian pig 
iron, between the Ist January, 1909, and the 30th June, 1914; 
and of 10 per cent. (up to a maximum of 30,000/.) on the value of 
galvanized sheet or plate iron or stee! (whether corrugated or not) 
made from Australian ore, wire netting, not being prison-made and 
being made from Australian ore or from wire manufactured in the 
United Kingdom, wire made from Australian ore, and iron and 
steel tnbes or pipes (except riveted or cast), not more than 6 ins. 
internal diameter, made from Australian pig iron or steel, between 
the lst January, 1909, and the 30th June, 1912. 


Bcunties on Iron 
and Steel 
Manufactures. 





NATAL. 


With reference to the notice on p. 28 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of Ist October last relative to a pro- 
posed Commission on the Natal mining indus. 
try, H.M. Trade Commissioner for South Africa 
(Mr. R. Sothern Holland) reports that the instructions issued to 
the Commission (which has since been appointed ) are as follows :— 

1. To advise as to the best means of encouraging and assisting 
the development of the mineral resources of the Colony, especially 
in regard to gold and base metals ; 

2. To revise the existing mining laws of the Colony, and fo indi- 
cate on what lines a new Mining Act should be prepared, which, 
while conserving as far as may be the dominion of the Crown and 
the interest of the public revenue, will effectually encourage the 
mining industry and protect the interests of genuine workers ; 

3. To advise the Government on any further points which may 
be brought to their notice during the progress of their enquiry ; 
and 

4. To advise as to the necessity or otherwise of re-organising 
the Mines Department. 


Commission on 
Mining Industry. 
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FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The “ Selangor Government Gazette” of the 29th January pub- 
lishes the following statement of the weight of 

Tin Exports. block tin and tin ore (tin exported in the form 
of ore having been taken at 70 per cent. of the 

cross weight of tle ore) exported from the Federated Malay States 
during each of the years 1907 and 1908 :— 




















1907. | 1908. 
state. (Tin con- | i eS ie @amet ss 
| Tin. |tainedin| Total. || Tin. (|tainedin| Total. 
| Tin Ore. | Tin Ore. 





| Pikuls. | Pikuls. | Pikuls. ||} Pikuls. | Pikuls. | Pikuls. 
Perak | 99,245] 332,141) 431,386 78,702\, 389,082 | 467,784 
Selangor ... nee ...| 82,093} 191,807 | 273,900 36,684 | 245,812 | 282,496 
Negri Sembilan ... te 40,199} 34,956) 75,155 19,017; 45,204) 64,221 
Pahan g | 12,620} 20,575) 33,195 13,161 | 26,359} 39,520 

















Total ...  ...| 23#,157| 579,479| 813,686 || 147,564| 706,457 | 854.021 














Note.—Pikul = 133} lbs. 





SWEDEN. 


With reference to the notice on p. 337 of the “ Board of 'Trade 
Journal” of 18th February, relative to the 


a of Peat t proposed use of peat on Swedish Government 
pg otesoggy railways, H.M. Legation at Stockholm report 
REEWaye. that a debate on this subject recently took place 


in the Swedish First Chamber. The Government have asked for 
a credit of 4 million kronor (about 222,0001.) for rolling stock for the 
railways,and suggested that one of the new engines to be constructed 
under the vote should be designed with a view to the employment of 
peat instead of coal. The Finance Committee, after enquiring into 
the subject from competent authorities, reported that the use of peat 
would prove expensive and that it was not desirable to construct 
the engines on the'proposed mcdel. The Minister of the Interior, 
in reply, stated that whether or not the use of peat would prove 
economical, the House had already agreed in principle to make tle 
experiment. It was in the interests of Sweden to reduce the 
import of foreign coal and to substitute a materiai of which such 
vast stores existed in the country. It was argued on the other 
side that expert opinion was not favourable to the experiment, 
but after some debate the House adopted the view urged by the 


Minister. 
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SWEDEN -—cont‘nued. 

H.M. Consul at Stockholm (Mr. H. M. Villiers) reports that the 
Binert of export of iron ore from Oxelésund in 1908 
Sedias nw trees amounted to 698,428 tons, out of which 
m 512,163 tons were carried to Rotterdam to 

Oxelésund be f “aeesge 
in 1908. e forwarded up the Rhine into Germany, 
109,045 tons were shipped to Stettin, 47,589 
tons to Amsterdam, 11,745 tons to Newport, 8,150 tons to Lubeck, 
3,746 tons to Middlesbrough, 3,061 tons to Emden, 1,627 tons to 
Stockton-on-Tees, 809 tons to Hull, 394 tons to Boulogne, and 
100 tons to Grimsby. In 1907 only 10,351 tons of iron ore were 
shipped from Oxeldsund to the United Kingdom, but in 1908 the 
quantity rose to 21,088 tons, or more than double the 1907 

figures. 

The principal company engaged in the export of iron ore 
from Sweden owns mines at Gringesberg, Gellivare, Luossavare, 
and Kirunavare. The ore mined at Griingesberg is sent 
by rail to Oxelésund, whence it is shipped all through the 
year. The railway, which was built by English engineers, is in 
the possession of the Trafikaktiebolaget. rom Ciellivare the ore 
goes on the State Railway to Luiea, the port of which is open from 
June to October. For Luossavare and Kirunavare ore there is a 
railway line over the frontier to Narvik in Norway, whence it is 


shipped. 





ITALY (SICILY), 


With reference to the notice on p. 337 of the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Sid itens Debdue- Journal” of 18th February, and to previous 
er notices on the subject of the Sicilian sulphur 
“on. industry, the ‘‘ Bollettino del Ministero di 
Agricoltura, Industria e Commercio” (Rome) for February contains 
reports drawn up by Parliamentary Committees—-(1) “On the 
difference in the prices of crude sulphur in the commercial centres 
of Sicily,” and (2) “ On the limitation of the production of sulphur 
in Sicily.” 
The “ Bollettino” containing these reports may be seen by 
British firms interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


The following particulars of certain minerals occurring in the 

Philippines are taken from a report on the 

Mineral Deposits. mineral resources of the Islands, issued by the 
Bureau of Science at Manila :— 

Phosphate occurs in several different forms, in the mineral apa- 
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tite as phosphorite or rock phosphate, land pebbles, and in guano, 
which is formed from the excreta of sea birds and bats. In nearly 
every extensive cave in the Philippines, a dirty, coarse, granular 
soil is encountered on the floor, varying from a few inches to 
several feet in depth ; this is usually a bat guano, the total quan- 
tity in each instance varying from several hundred to a thousand 
tons. It is stated in the report that this could be mined with 
rofit. 

r Feldspar.—In L[locos Norte, near the Uaraon River, there is a 
considerable deposit of disintegrated quartz and feldspar which 
could be used in the porcelain industry and in the manufacture of 
glass. ‘This would not make the best quartz for glass manufacture, 
as is the case with that derived from a pure sand or a crushed 
quartzite, but still, it is said, would do very well. 

Fuller’s Earth occurs on the township site of Baguio, Benguet. 

Magnesite is usually found along rifts in serpentines and 
pyroxenites. Some patches have been seen on Batan Island off 
the Albay coast and in Ilocos Norte, but none in commercially 
valuable quantities. 

Manganese Ores have been found in several parts of the Islands ; 
in Masbate, in the Aroroy district, there is so much of it that it is 
mixed through the vein matter. In Zambales Province, on the 
road from Capas to Iba, a deposit of manganese ore has been 
penetrated by the road, but no figures are available as to the 
quantity. In Ilocos Norte there is a very peculiar occurrence of 
manganese ore, being essentially a blanket of natural concen- 
trates. As yet no deposits of sufficient extent and depth to be 
of certain commercial value have been found, and not enough 
development has heen made to make a fair estimate possible. 

Mica.— No sheet mica has yet been encountered in the Philip- 
pines, but in [locos Norte considerable pockets of a very triturated 
mica occur. This material, it is stated in the report, could be used 
for lubricants, ‘‘ frosting,” &c. 





PANAMA, 


H.M. Legation at Panama reports that the Panama Railway 
imported and sold 868,331 tons of coal 

Coal Imports. during the fiscal year 1908, as compared with 
203,451 tons (American) in 1907. Of the 

total imported in 1908, the Isthmian Canal Commission purchased 
262,375 tons, the Panama Railway Company used 54,344 tons, 
steamship lines 41,524 tons, and 10,088 tons were sold to other 
customers. 3 
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CHINA. 


H.M. Consul at Chinanfu has forwarded the following particulars 
r of coal production at Fangtse and Hungshan: — 
aay eee The Shantung Mining C suppl 

Tineeehive Ceol. | ung I g Company supplies 

coal of two sorts from two different districts—- 
(1) a coal which will not coke, so-called Fangtse coal, from the 
mines near Wei-hsien; (2) a coking coal from the shafts in Tzu- 
cn’uan-hsien in the Paoshan valley, so-called Hungshan coal. 

Fangtse Coal—These mines, distant from Tsingtau some 180 
kilometres, supply about 1,000 tons per day at present (January), 
of which 60 per cent., including coal for their own use, is disposed 
of in the interior, while the other 40 per cent. goes to Tsingtau for 
use and export. 

The coal sent to T’singtau is treated with machinery and 
sorted into two sizes: nut coal in pieces from 10 to 40 millimetres, 
and lump coal in pieces from 40 to 80 millimetres in size. Both 
sorts are washed at the mines to remove dirt and stones. 

The nut coal is primarily for use in private houses ; the lump 
coal, mixed with nut coal in equal proportions, is used for indus- 
trial purposes and steamers’ bunkers. 

The price of nut coal at the coal yard in Tsingtau is 8°50 dols. 
(about 14s. 10d.) per ton; that of lump coal, 9 dols. (about 
15s. 9d.) per ton. Mixtures of the two coals for local use, steamers’ 
bunkers or export shipments are sold. 

Supplies of these coals are kept at from 1,00) to 2,000 tons on 
Mole 1 in Tsingtau harbour. As the development of the main 
shafts near Wei-hsien takes place, the supply will be materially 
increased. 

Reports as to these coals are not very favourable. It is stated 
that their steaming qualities are not equal to those of Japanese 
coal, and that there is so much hard refuse clinging to the grates 
that the fire-boxes have to be cleaned twice as often as when other 
coal is used. 

Hungshan Coal.—The daily production of the two shafts at Tzu- 
ch’uan is at present (January) some 300 tons, Of this, the fine 
dust is disposed of in the interior, while a mixture of the pieces 
and lump coal goes to ‘l'singtau. 

In the interior the coal is used for blacksmith’s purposes, while 
that sent to Tsingtau is sold to the German Navy. 

The contract price (made sevéral months ago) with the German 
Navy is 27s. per ton, with a guarantee that there will not be over 
25 per cent. of fine coal or dust. Cardiff coal (6,000 tons) was 
bought about the same time at 32s. 6d. 

For loading small lots there is a supply on Mole 1, and for large 
lots, at the Tsingtau Naval Yard in the Great Harbour. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 

Corn Prices. the week ended the 27th February, 1909, were 
as follows :— 


Wheat ... om eee .. 348, 5d. 
Barley ... eee ove oe 208, Od. 
Oats... ee oe —. oe 


For further particulars see p. 442. 


A statement is published on p. 443, showing the quantities of 
. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
ee a i - imported into the United Kingdom during the 
. ? oduce. week ended the 27th F ebruary, 1909, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1908. 





SOUTHERN ITALY. 


The following information respecting agricultural conditions in 
ertoctiare Southern Italy in the year 1908 has been 
in 1908 received from the Acting British Consul-General 

at Naples (Mr. G. Turner) :— 

In no branch of commerce or industry will the year 1908 rank 
on equality with its predecessor. Agriculture, the chief support of 
the district, has languished owing to a drought such as has not 
been known in South Italy within the memory of man. From 
April to October no rain of any account fell, and even during 
November, usually a wet month, there was much less rain than 
usual. Under these circumstances it is not surprising to note a 
collapse in agriculture. ‘The scarcity of corn means, of course, 
a large importation, and though the farmer is protected by an 
import duty, the public are pleading for the abolition of the duty 
on account of the rise in prices of bread and other necessaries of 
life. The abolition of the import duty would certainly mean ruin to 
the smaller farmer, and in all probability would result in the large 
growers turning their attention to other matters and allowing the 
important corn-growing districts to go out of cultivation altogether. 
The crops which have failed so largely in 1908 are the corn 
crop—including, of course, maize—of which some 9,000,000 acres 
are planted annually, The green crops—which include hemp, 
flax, lucerne and beans—-are seriously affected, except in 
the few places where irrigation can be carried on to a 
remunerative extent. The oil crop, on which so much 
depends, is an absolute failure, and it may be eaid that the 
only abundant yield has been in the case of the vine. The vine 
and the fig, both important crops, are able to stand against want of 
water ; but in the case of the vine the season of 1907 was so pro- 
ductive that the stock of wine on the market was very far from 











438 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. { Mar. 4, 1909. 





Agriculture. 





SOUTHERN ITALY —continued. 
being exhausted, although the price ruling put it within the reach of 
the poorest classes. Theabundant cropof 1908 has, accordingly, added 
to the difficulty of the situation, occurring as it has at a moment when 
the export of Italian wine has had a sudden and vioient check ; firstly, 
by its exclusion from Austria-Hungary, which formerly took the 
bulk of the produce of the Adriatic littoral; and secondly, by the 
falling-off in the demand for Italian wine in the British and other 
markets of the world. It seems extremely likely that much land 
now under vine cultivation in Italy will be used for other purposes. 
That it will be turned into corn land does not seem very likely, as 
that would certainly involve higher protection for which the public 
is not prepared ; but the vine may be replaced by cotton and in some 
districts by tobacco, the cultivation of which is making great strides 
in Italy. The strictness of the excise makes the growing of tobacco 
difficult, and so long as the Government exercise the monopoly over 
tobacco, it is hard to see how this vigilance can be relaxed. In 
any case a man who has an established vineyard will hestitate long 
before he destroys it in favour of a speculative crop which may or 
may not succeed after all, and means at any rate his land being 
profitless for at least a season. 
The olive crop, although it promised very well in the spring of 
1907, was a failure. ‘he quality was first rate 
Olive Crop. but the quantity small. The total production 
of the province of Lecce was not more than 
from 20,000 to 30,000 quintals (2,000 to. 3,000 tuns) ; while, in an 
average year, the production i is at least double. Owing to its good 
quality at least two-thirds was made into table oil. The same 
applies to the Naples district, viz., that there was less than half a 
crop but the quality was excellent. 

The exportation of oil from Gallipoli during the first six months 
of 1908 was the worst for the last five years and perhaps for many 
years. The total amount exported during the six months was 
5,090 quintals (509 tuns), of which 1,978 quintals (198 tuns) were 
sent to the United Kingdom. There remained in Gallipoli, on 
30th June, 1908, 3,180 quintals (318 tuns). The price for first 
quality oil at Gallipoli was 4/. per quintal, 1.c., 12 per cent. higher 
than 1907 and 34 per cent. higher than in 1904. 

The present crop of 1908-9, owing to the drought, is, says the 
Acting British Consu) General, an absolute failure. 





SAN SALVADOR AND GUATEMALA. 
According to the “‘ Mexican Herald” of 29th January, the Salvador 
, 7 and Guatemala coffee crop, which is being con- 
Coffee Crop. veyed vid Salina Cruz, the Tehuantepec Rail- 
way and Puerto Mexico for Europe, New York 
and New Orleans, will reach 500,000 bags this season. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended 25th February, 1909, 
Cotton Statistics. was 144.211 (including 612 bales British 
West Indian and 250 bales British East African), 
and the number imported during the eight weeks ended the 25th 
February was 1,359,606 (including 1,568 bales British West Indian, 
138 bales British West African, 1,774 bales British East African, 
and 182 bales foreign East African). ‘I'he number of bales exported 
during the week ended the 25th February was 6,138, and during 
the eight weeks, 57,701. 
For further details see p. 442. 





SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a South Australian 

sid esl Denn Act (No. 968 of 1908), assented to on the 

net ene’ 23rd December last, ‘‘ to consolidate and amend 

' the Law relating to the Sale of Food and 

Drugs.” The text of the Act may be consulted by persons 

interested, on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





NETHERLANDS. 


H.M. Legation at The Hague has forwarded a précis of the recently 
iiaatinniniia iin issued report of a Commission appointed in 
Gegar Indystry September, 1903, by the Netherlands Minister 

‘ of Finance to enquire into the cond:tions and 
prospects of the Dutch sugar industry, with special reference to 
the Brussels Convention. The Commission recommends the fol- 
lowing measures with a view of promoting the prosperity of the 
industry :— 

(a) Reduction of the excise duty on sugar ; 

(b) Prohibition of importation or use ot saccharine ; 

(c) Entire or partial exemption from excise duty of sugar used 
for the manufacture of preserved or candied fruit, fruit jellies, 
fruit syrups, fruit pulp, marmalades and jams ; 

(d) Exemption from excise duty of sugar used in beer breweries, 
soap factories, ultramarine factories, protoxide of copper (kupfer- 
oxydiil), the preservation of wood, the manufacture ot yeast, colour- 
ing matter, shoe-blacking, chicory, fly-poison, gunpowder, paper, 
and carbide of calcium, and in silk-dyeing works ; 

(e) Entire exemption from excise duty of sugar used for cattle 
food or bee food ; 

(f) Partial exemption from excise duty, of invert sugar ; 

- (g) Reduction of the import duty on tea; 
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(i) Extension of the consumption of sugar, tea, cocoa, chocolate, 
and lemonade in the Army and Navy; 

(t) Increase of the import duty on honey and artificial honey ; 

(j) Entire or partial exemption from excise duty of cider, pear 
wine, plum wine and other fruit wines, currant wine, gooseberry 
wine, bilberry wine, and raspberry wine ; 

(k) The imposition of excise duty on liquid grape-sugar manu- 
factured from starch. 


AUSTRIA~HUNGARY:. 


H.M. Consul-General at Vienna (Mr. P. von Schoeller, C.M.G.) 
reports that two syndicates aro being formed in 
Austria-Hungary in connection with the paper 
industry; one for the fine, and the other for 
the common classes of paper. The object of the formation of these 
syndicates is not so much to raise the price of paper as to regulate 
the conditions of sale (reduction on quantities, &c.). It is not 
expected that the price of paper will be sufficiently enhanced to 
give an opening for foreign paper. 





Syndicates in 
Paper Industry. 





BRAZIL. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. V. H. C. 
; Bosanquet) reports that, according to a Brazilian 
walls of ae decree published on the 6th January, which 
Promi “st Note lays down certain essentials regarding the form 
romissory MOvs- for bills of exchange and promissory notes, it is 
stipulated that bills, to be valid in Brazil, must contain the words 
“bill of exchange,” or their equivalent, and that, similarly, 
promissory notes must be designated as such. 
The Acting British Consul at Parad has forwarded the following 


Ressete of Seether statistics of the exports of rubber from that 
poo Para District Consular District during the year 1908 :— 








| 
Fine. Medium, | Coarse. | Caucho. | Total. 














. Kilogs. Kilogs. Kiloge. | Kilogs. Kilogs. 
Para _ oes ---| 8,861,924 | 1,216,470 | 5.699,024 , 2,036,843 | 17,314,261 
Manaos ... rh ...| 9,440,375 | 1,876,325 | 2,343.556 4,195,792 | 17,856,048 
Iquitcs (transit)... ...| 454,809 | 460,532 | 209,294! 734,458 | 1,859,093 
liacuat‘ara site ie 80,830 5,639 48,253 | £2,363 | 167,085 











Total ... _... {18,837,938 : 3,558,966 | 8,300,127 | 6,939,456 | 37,686,487 
| 





The total exports of rubber from the Para district in 1907 
amounted to 37,514,152 kilogs., and in 1906 to 34,767,755 kilogs. 
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BRAZIL —cottinucd. 


Miscellaneous. 





The ‘ Brazilian Review” of 2nd February publishes the following 


Trade in 1908. 








statistics of the Brazilian exports of merchan- 
dise during each of the years 1907-8 :— 


























| Quantity. Va‘ue. 
Principal Articies. een Meens 
1907. | 1908. 190°. 1908. 
£ £ 
Coffee... bags | 15,680,172 | 18,250,144 | 28,559,063 | 23,039,231 
Rubber ... kilos. | 33,382,681 | 34,287,014 | 12,827,926 | 11,221,954 
Tobac o ... - 29,691,984 | 14,866,365 | 1,234,036 841,290 
Sugar... “ 12,857,899 | 29,231,823 135,700 289,89 t 
Herva matte +4 §2,052,747 | 49,097,884 | 1,609,914 | 1,628,843 
Cacao - 24,397,249 | 31,067,390 2,912,796 1,977,457 
Cotton 7 28,036,281 | 3,438,817 | 1,734,507 206,158 
Other articles —- _- 6,012,956 | 4,890,135 
Total value — 54,176,898 | 44,094,992 














The value of the imports of merchandise into Brazil amounted 
to 40,527,603/. in 1907 and to 55,491,4100. in 1908. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


H.M. Legation at Buenos Aires reports that of the loan of 
10,000,000/. recently issued by the Argentine 
Government, it is intended to apply half the 
sum to the development of the National 


Loan for Develop- 
ment of National 


eee Territories, in accordance with the law of 11th 
—— September last (see ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
of National 


of 29th October, pp. 216-17), while 3,600,000/. 
will go to increase the capital of the State Bank, 
and the balance to the completion of the national railways already 
under construction. The last two heads of expenditure still 
(3lst December) require the sanction of Congress. ‘The interest on 
the loan and its amortization are to be provided by the sale of 
State lands which will be made marketable by the advent of the 
railway. 


Railways, &c. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 8 weeks ended 
25th February, 1909 :— 
































Week ended 8 Weeks Week ended 8 Weeks 

ended ended 
—_———- 25th Feb., 25th Feb 25th Feb., 25th Feb 

1909 ae 1909 om Fee. 
7 1909. , 1909. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 

Bales. Bales. Bales. Bales. 
American ‘ied “1 eee} 116,330 1,181,981 4,095 41,300 
Brazilian roel a oais — 5,243 — 870 
East Indian ... me el 1,778 18,963 362 9,026 
Egyptian... ose eee} =—.24, 163 143,182 1,559 5,772 
Miscellaneous bs sina 1,940* 10,2377 122 733 
le ns we} 144,211 1,359,606 6,138 57,701 

















* Including 612 bales British West Indian and 250 bales British East African. 

+ Including 1,568 bales British West Indian, 138 bales British West African, 1,774 
bales British East African and 182 bales foreign East African. 

NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for ee under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 27th February, 1909, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 

| Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

ae ° . « a. fh 

Week ended 27th February, 1909 ... ol’ Oh. © 28 0 18 0 
Gorresponding week in— 

1902 ... a ine hie —_ ony ee 26 8 20 56 

1903 ... on oe a enn oa ae ae 23 l 17 ] 

1904 ... aide wed Pie AS ST ae”6 Ss ie 16 5 

1905 ... wis aon hee oad we ae = 35 2 16 #10 

1906 ... oe nes mais ose it ae. ae 25 0 19 O 

1907 ... oni ae an an So _— 2 17 9g 

1908 ... ones pea oti we suet. oe 23 6 m= -s 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of vzts. 
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Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 27th February, 1909, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


Imports of 





previous year. 























Week ended | Correspond- 
ao 27th Feb., | ing Week in 
1909. 1908. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, baie, Camm, and calves ose Number. 5,074 8,043 
Sheep and be eee eee eee 9” — 2,292 
Swine cee eee eee eee eee Be ” + — 
Horses eee eee eee eee eer eee 7° 206 1&8 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) ...| Owts, 64,452 113,310 
Mutton . = ‘ vel ” 71,048 76,800 
Pork a 10.261 14,774 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh (including re- ° 12,502 13009 
frigerated and frozen) 
Salted ur preserved meat :— 
Bacon. sie ee oS eee © gd FSO Cwts. 120,065 140,863 
Beet eer eee ece wer eee + ” 2,407 1,405 
Hams eer eee see eee - ” 30,602 27,691 
* Pork ese hes - =e ~ m 4,781 5,417 
A preserved otherwise than wy " salting a 12,170 4,109 
(including tinned and canned 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter io “ae enh sa Cwts. 73,549 73,847 
Margarine a wa ae i be 9” 14,808 25,377 
Cheese oe ° 99 25,240 19,339 
Milk, fresh, i in cans or drums she ; a —_ 75 
» cream aa ae 8 “i 111 189 
» gondensed ss bi me 18,642 21,082 
» preserved, other kinds .. jn ie 309 437 
gs ces ese ese _ o.| Grt. Handr 288,268 258,615 
OCU al eae eed) ge | te Value £ 11,617 18,873 
Game one - 1,139 1,869 
Rabbits, dead (freeh and fromen) ion Cwts. 9,140 5.219 
= i wa one we - 42,394 69,699 
m n, ‘meal, and flour :-— 
Wheat Gr cy 1,666,600 | 1,796,300 
Wheat meal and flour an ae. a 177,700 232,300 
Barley see eee . eos ee ry) 362,100 172,600 
Oats se. eee eee er e yt) 317,100 114,700 
Peas eee wee eee eee ve ee: iy) 14,290 ’ 
Beant... bb ox v ‘ies a 93,950 1,910 
Maize orIndian corn 000 ww :, = 778,500 792,900 
Fruit, raw :— 
ieee > le cee eee eee Cwts. — 60,910 
ricots an peaches eee eee ee = 
Senanen ee ae Bunches. 112,326 95,446 
yee i eee eee eee eee eee ee Cwts. — a 
Currants eve eee ee eo - _ _ 

' Gooseberries ; eco dee . : D2 7. ae _ _ 
Grapes ove eos oo . én 299 349 
Lemons ... on 80 es se a 16,576 30 101 
Oranges re VT : éi os 205,065 29,113 
Pears eee ced eee eee ry) 63 128 
Plums <“— wo os P * 279 9 
Strawberries eee see ae eee ee ” oa =— 
Unenumerated ... " - se - 1,633 850 

Hay .. ie bes bie be " Tons 835 655 
Straw eee ee0ce eee eee 93 36 976 
Moss litter a lien a a 8 1,794 1,549 
Hops - — ee eee OCwts. 1,882 1,436 
L cust beans rte MS aes ‘ 29,472 21,467 

Vezetables, raw :— 
Onions —  _ ae Bushels 85,285 141,657 
Potatoes eco eee oe ee Cwts. 12,281 106,572 
Tomatoes NEAR en Ie 12,903 17,335 
Unenumerated . “ “ és Value £ 11,566 9,395 
Vegetables, dried ... ne Owts. 4,048 1,783 
9 preserved by canning a * 9,558 9,442 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1909, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 10d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S. W.; ; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes and a 
Supplement of the “ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United 
Kingdom with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the 
year 1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first volume, 
3s. 4d. for the second volume, and 3s. 10d. for the supplement. This 
publication, which contains much more detailed and exhaustive in- 
formation than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the 
first volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom, and in the Supplement abstract and detailed tables 
showing countries of consignment of imports and countries of 
ultimate destination of exports. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the February 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in January; Census of 
Paupers in the United Kingdom; Afforestation and Unemploy- 
ment; Accident, Old Age, and Infirmity Insurance in Germany in 
1907; Profit-Sharing in 1907-8; Recent Conciliation Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 


The following Consular Report of the Miscellaneous Series has 
been issued during the past week :— 


No.675. Report for the year 1908 on the Sagar Industry of South 
Formosa, 

This report, by Mr. A. E. Wileman, His Majesty’s Consul at 
Tainan, deals with the position of the South Formosan sugar 
industry previous to Japanese occupation in 1894, the position 
subsequent to 1894, the sources of Japan’s supply of sugar, 
l’ormosa as an exporter, Japan as an exporter, climatic conditions 
in Formosa, modern mills, and regulations dealing with the sugar 
industry. 











* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price ld. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Government Departments (Contracts). 10. Price 1d. 

This is a return of all contracts made in the United Kingdom 
for manufactured articles by the several Government Departments 
in the year ending the 3lst March, 1908, either with contractors 
outside the United Kingdom, or with contractors or agents who 
obtain the articles abroad (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper 


\ 


No. 327, of Session 1907). 

Passengers to and from Pluces out of Europe. Junuary. Cd, 
4,515—I. Price 4d. Return showing :— 

(1) The numbers and nationalities of the passengers that left or 
arrived in the United Kingdom for or from places out of Europe; 
and 

(2) the net balance of such passengers outward or inward, 
during the month ending 31st January, 1909, compared with the 
corresponding period ot the previous year. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
the lst January, 1909. may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Fetter Lane, London, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in Italic type. 




















No. Place. Price No. Place. Price 
| i} 
| 
| ASIA— 
EUROPE — | Japan: 
672 | Raw Silk Industry. and 
Italy : _ LTabutae (Japanese Manu- 
| factured St/k) ... oo] S0. 
G73 | Agriculture ef Southern 74 | Matting Industry ... vee! DAd. 
Italy em te we | 2d. || 675 | Sugar Industry of South 
| Formosa, 1908 . vos! 1}. 
Portugal : | 
4181 | Goa, 1907... sal son) Os | Persia: 
\4179 | Bushire, 1907-8... oo! 44, 
Switzerland: | | 
4178 | Budget, 1909 oni oon | ARs: | | WEST INDIES — | 
14180 | Cuba, 1907 ... i oe | [jed. 
j 
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Confidential information. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade has 
for several years been in the habit of forwarding to Chambers of 
Commerce for the confidential use of their members, but not for 
publication, information (chiefly as to openings abroad for British 
trade) to which it has appeared desirable in the interests of 
British trade to draw attention confidentially. The plan met 
with general approval, and in order to attain more fully the 
purpose of the Board, namely, to reach all British manufac- 
turers or traders interested, it was decided, on the recom- 
mendation of the Commercial Intelligence Committee, to sup- 
plement the above-mentioned system by opening at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., a 
Register of British firms who might desire to receive confidential 
information relative to their respective trades. The Register was 
opened in January, 1907, and a considerable number of British 
firms have since applied and had their names entered. 

British firms desiring to have their names entered on this 
Register should fill up and forward to the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch a form of application, copies of which may be obtained 
at the offices of the Branch. 

The admission to the Register, as well as the retention upon it, 
of any firm is at the discretion of the Board of Trade. 

No charge is made for information supplied, but every firm 
admitted to the Register is required to become a subscriber to the 
‘“ Board of Trade Journal” (and to register as such with the sale 
agents, Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Limited, Fetter Lane, London, 
E.C.), in order to ensure that those who are desirous of receiving 
such confidential information should first be in possession of all 
the official information relating to their particular trade which 
is published in that Journal. The annual subscription to the 
Journal, including postage, is 15s. 2d. 

The present scheme is provisional and experimental, and its 
continuance and future development will depend on the results of 
experience. 

Note.—Apart from the special Register, the Branch is always 
ready to answer, as far as possible, enquiries on specific questions 
in the interest of British trade. 

















* 
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Commerolal intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
’ British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &c., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of Canada and Queensland have established, 
in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basing- 
hall Street, special offices for dealing with trade matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 78, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 











Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Australia —The Commonwealth of Australia have offices at 
72, Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. Enquiries may be made 
tlere as to Customs requirements, the Commonwealth Tariff, 
marking and description of goods, trade marks, patents and designs. 
Leiters should be addressed to ‘The Representative of the 
Commonwealth ot Australia.” 
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COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES —continued. 


New Zealand.—A Commercial Department is established at the 
Office of the High Commissioner, 13, Victoria Street, London, 
S.W., where information respecting the agricultural, pastoral, 
mining and other resources of the Dominion, and _ particulars 
concerning trade and industries, tariff regulations and commercial 
statistics can be obtained. Permanent exhibits of New Zealand 
products are maintained for public inspection both at the Imperial 
Institute and the Crystal Palace. 

Queensland.—The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.——The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 

New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General's Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 

South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 

Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 
produce are on view. 




















